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" (1) The equality and sovereignty of Russian people.
" (2) The right of Russian people to complete independence, even
to secession.
" (3) The abolition of all national and national religious privileges
and limitations.
" (4) The free development of national minorities and ethno-
graphic groups inhabiting Russia."
Difference of opinion on the treatment of nationalities persisted
long after Lenin's death. It was some years before Lenin's policy was
completely accepted by everyone. Krupskaya, Lenin's widow, ad-
dressing the first session of the Narkompros Central Council of
National Minorities,  said how concerned she was at the wrong
attitude to this subject evident in many quarters. " We do not regard
this question as one that can be considered apart from that of
economic development. If we observe economic development, we
note how the separate economic groups of the Middle Ages, as capit-
alism developed, formed themselves into larger economic units. These
units began later to join up into large, powerful economic groups....
But capitalism now stands in the way of further unification, of a
world union. . . . Naturally, this development of world economy is a
very slow process, and can only be realised by a very high level of
development  in  the  different  countries.   The   different  national
cultures run parallel with the economic development of the nations.
. . . Capitalism developed one language out of various dialects, but
did not produce a unified culture. The culture of the upper classes was
totally different from the culture of the workers, as is well illustrated
in a book called The Two Nations, by a nineteenth-century writer
[Disraeli's Sybil]. Even our own Tolstoy writes in Pedagogical Essays:
* Does the Tula peasant need a railway going to Moscow ? Is the
peasant interested in the culture which interests the upper classes ? '
All this is very antiquated to us. We give a very different meaning to
national and international cultures.. . . National cultures are already
nearer to one another than they were in the beginning of the capitalist
era.. . . But it would be exceedingly naive to imagine that an inter-
national culture can be constructed artificially. . . . Just as a planned
world economy can only grow out of developed group economies, so
international culture must grow out of a definite stage of development
of national culture, but to create it artificially must never be at-
tempted------Naturally the whole Party line is totally different from
the old attitude to nationalities existing in Tsarist times. ... VI.
Ilych [Lenin] used to tell of how the Siberian intelligentsia used to